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The Hammonassett Festival 2007 Celebrates Nature and Native America

Native American music, art and history will be featured at Festival in 
Madison, CT on October 6th and 7th. 
(Madison, CT, September 18, 2007) – As an observance of Native American people, their culture and the environment, the Hammonassett* Festival is planned for October 6th and 7th, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., at the Hammonasset Beach State Park at 1288 Boston Post Road in Madison, CT.  Presented by Friends of Hammonasset, the event includes performances, art, authentic native crafts as well as nature activities, educational programs and museum exhibits.  The Festival is sponsored by The Liberty Bank Foundation and The Madison Foundation.  Admission is $5 per person.  Children 10 and under will be admitted without charge.  
Music, Dance, Arts & Crafts 

The festival will feature Native American music, dance, food and art with performances by renowned native flutist, Joseph Fire Crow, drum and song group, the Silver Cloud Singers and the MaGeePa Project.  Native American dancers in full regalia will perform.  Visitors will be able to view and purchase local art, contemporary Native American art and authentic native crafts, jewelry, beadwork, pottery, woodcarvings, flutes, clothing and more.  Native American cuisine featured.
Native American Life & History 

Festival attendees can rediscover the lives of local native people through various programs, including demonstrations of live birds of prey, story telling and primitive technologies such as tool and fire making. Yale Peabody Museum’s Anthropology program, “On the Road”, will present artifacts that illustrate how people around the world carry things now and how they did in the past. The Mashantucket Pequot Museum’s education and archaeology departments will provide interactive displays and hands on activities.  Also, exhibits from FOSA- Friends of the State Office of Archaeology and the Institute for American Indian Studies.
Nature Activities

The Hammonassett Festival also celebrates nature and the environment with a guest appearance by Gil Simmons, meteorologist from WTNH, and his SkyMax Mobile Weather Lab.  The CT DEP's Kellogg Environmental Center will present ‘Native Waters Sharing the Source’, including information about the health, cultural and natural history of the Long Island Sound Watershed. For a hands-on experience, Trout Unlimited, a group dedicated to conservation of trout and salmon fisheries, will offer fly tying demonstrations and fly casting lessons.   Menunketuck Audubon Society, the local chapter of the National Audubon, will offer guided bird walks.  Also, interactive exhibits from Sessions Woods Wildlife Management Area, CT Bureau of Natural Resources-Marine Division, the Connecticut Science Center and other environmental organizations.
About The Friends of Hammonasset Beach State Park 

Friends of Hammonasset provide public environmental awareness programs, serve as Park advocates, and seek to preserve the integrity of the Park's natural resources. Friends of Hammonasset are affiliated with Friends of Connecticut State Parks and work in cooperation with state and local park management.  Visit www.hammonasset.org or call 203.318.0517 x.217 for further information.   
*In honor of and in accordance with the Hammonassett people’s way of spelling their name throughout history, the Hammonassett Festival is spelled with two “t’s”.  All other references to the word are spelled with one “t”.
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