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Monroe Fire Departments To Receive Donation of Pet Oxygen Masks 
Local Donation Supports Cause for Paws Campaign
(Monroe, CT) – Pet owners in Monroe can breathe a little easier -- and so can their pets.  The three Monroe Fire Departments are receiving specially-designed oxygen masks for use on dogs and cats this week -- thanks to the generosity of a local resident and a matching donation from Best Friends Pet Care.

Monroe residents Dick & Barb Ruot donated funds to the Best Friends Cause for Paws Campaign, a region-wide initiative started last year to outfit fire departments in the area with the life-saving tool.  Their donated funds will go toward the purchase of four sets of masks which will be matched by Best Friends Pet Care in Bethany.   On May 16, 2006, the Ruots and Best Friends manager Stacey Nardozzi will present eight sets of masks to the three Monroe Fire Chiefs with the help of Yoshi, a chow mix, who will help demonstrate how the masks are used.
“Pets are at greater risk of suffering smoke inhalation during a fire than their owners because they often hide inside the home,” explains Nardozzi.  “Human oxygen masks aren’t useful for resuscitating animals because they don’t fit properly over the pet’s snout.   We decided to start the pet masks campaign,” says Nardozzi, “because we want to be sure that our clients’ pets can be rescued if they ever have a fire in their homes.  While we hope the masks will never be needed, we think it’s very important for firefighters to have them.”

The masks operate like human oxygen masks and attach to standard oxygen tasks that emergency vehicles carry.  They are cone-shaped to fit over an animal’s snout and come in three sizes -- large canine, small canine mask and feline.  Each set of three costs $50. 

Community Invited to Help
 “We’re grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Ruot for helping us equip the Monroe Fire Departments with these life-saving masks,” says Nardozzi. “We hope more pet owners will step forward to ensure their local fire and rescue teams also receive this equipment.”

Contributions can be made by visiting Best Friends at 227 Cheshire Road in Bethany or calling them at (203) 393-3126.  Best Friends Pet Care matches all community contributions for fire departments within 15 miles of the kennel on a dollar-for-dollar basis and other fire departments on a sliding scale depending upon the town’s proximity.  In-person contributors receive an Emergency Pet Alert decal for their front door or window to let rescue workers know there are pets in the home.  
Best Friends Cause for Paws campaign is underway in 18 states.  To date, more than 1,450 sets of masks have been donated to 300 community fire and rescue teams across the U.S.  Several of the recipient fire departments have already employed the masks to resuscitate dogs and cats rescued from home fires.  For more information about the Cause for Paws Rescue Masks program, visit the Best Friends website at www.bestfriendspetcare.com and click on the Rescue Masks link.
About Best Friends

Best Friends is the largest provider of pet care services in the U.S. with 42 locations in 18 states.   Offerings include dog and cat boarding and day care, doggie day camp, dog and cat grooming, dog training, and pet specialty products.   For more information, visit the Best Friends website at www.bestfriendspetcare.com.
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